
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : MONDAY, 02 JUNE 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES THE FIRST CONVICTION IN EMATHENI MATTER. 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 
Mchunu, has applauded the decision of Mtubatuba High Court which sent Sixoleleni 
Sibiya to a 20-year imprisonment for the murder of Muntu Dolnald Buthelezi. 

Buthelezi was murdered in eZimpakaneni in the eMatheni village of KwaNongoma in 
a conflict involving the Sibiya and the Buthelezi families last year. 

Sixoleleni Sibiya, who pleaded guilty to the murder of Donald Buthelezi, was 
sentenced to 20 years- marking the first conviction in the conflict that engulfed 
eMatheni, resulting to the death of 21 people. (He was sentenced on Friday, 30 May 
2014 by the High Court sitting in Mtubatuba) 

 Muntu Donald Buthelezi of Ezimpakaneni, was a family member of the Buthelezi of 
eMatshamhlophe, who were the key movers behind the conflict involving Sibhevu 
Sibiya, who was the prime mover behind this conflict. 

Sixoleleni Sibiya, who appeared together with Muziwenhlanhla Ndwandwe for the 
murder of Buthelezi, pleaded guilty to the charge and told the court that they were 
allegedly instructed by Nyamazane Ntshangase to murder Buthelezi. 

Ndwandwe’s matter was postponed to 4 June 2014. 

Sibiya and Ndwandwe were part of the people behind the violence that claimed at 
least 21 people in eMatheni from January to July last year.  

Other suspects in this conflict on the side of Buthelezi family -Makhimba and Marko 

Buthelezi- will appear in Nongoma Regional Court for the murder of Bhobho Sibiya 

and Bhande Khumalo on 2 June 2014. 



The National Prosecutor is still to provide a trial date for  Mkhombiseni "Nyamazane"  

Ntshangase and Sbhevu Sibiya. 

Sbhevu Sibiya, 34, and Mkhombiseni Ntshangase, 44, firstly appeared for bail on the 
charges of possession of illegal firearms. These firearms have already been linked to 
murder of Mabhiza Buthelezi who was killed in eMatshamhlophe village in June last 
year. 

The conflict, which initially involved Buthelezi and Sibiya families, spread and almost 
engulfed the entire village resulting in the disruption of schooling with some people 
fleeing their homes to seek refuge in the bush. 

Several people were arrested and are expected to appear in court soon. 

MEC Mchunu has welcomed the sentencing of Sibiya, saying it would send a clear 
message that crime did not pay. 

“This court decision will go a long way towards demonstrating, in no uncertain 
terms, that the long arm of law will always catch up with the perpetrators of 
violence. We are keenly watching other cases and we believe it is important to 
send a clear message that crime does not pay,” said Mchunu. 

Through the initiatives of the department, the area of eMatheni has since been 
stabilized and peace has returned to the area. 
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